[Pathophysiological role of tissue renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system (RAAS) in human atherosclerosis].
Renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system (RAAS) has been demonstrated to play an important role in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis development both in animal experiments and in clinical studies. Numerous clinical studies have shown that blockade of RAAS exerts beneficial effects to restore the impaired endothelial function and to reduce the mortality and morbidity of cardiovascular diseases beyond their blood pressure lowering effect. However, the underlying mechanisms of stabilizing vulnerable plaque and inhibiting plaque rupture associated with acute coronary syndrome have not yet been fully elucidated. Here, we summarized the characteristics of tissue RAAS expressions in human atherosclerotic lesions and assessed their therapeutic relevance in the prevention of atherosclerotic cardiovascular diseases.